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N Gazing into the Passion of the Bridegrodm God
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N THE EMoOTIONS o6oDp N
PARTI|: THE PROPHETS

OEand as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall youbGod rejo







THE EMOTIONS OG0D: PARTI N THE PROPHET $)KeNDALLBEACHEY
Journey into The Heart of the Judge

l. UNDERSTANDING THE DIVIE PATHOS

A.

There is a connection between the Divine Ethos (GodOs judgments/justice) and the Divin
emotions). There are not ethics (or justice) outside of GodOs escantnmtshemyin to compreher
GodOs judgment witfiegttstaring into the Divine Mystery which is his emotions.

It has often beeught that GodOs Holinessoflbws his lack of emotions. Within humanity, emc
manifest in depravity and stdlight of an emotional God wésotinght of a Godsethan Holy

subject to perversiomationalism, and subjectivity. Meetdstimony of scripture could not be n
contrary. It is perhaps more accurate to say that God is God because he can feel. Instea
requiring him to be emotialésould be stated that God is Holy precisely because he has emc

God, having emotions, created man with emotions. It is the emotions of God, not the lack
ultimately prove the driving force of the history of salvation. Sabtdtegirdidith the law on Moul
Sinai, it began with a lover (God) in a gar@eneartdche for fallen man. Only the stronge
emotions, the deepest commitmieettimuld have preserved Humanity at that point.

God allowing man to walk from tderg#nat day was God actively choosing to endure pain, n
the future, in the body, as Christ on a tree, but real pain for every moment as his people tur
him and followed after wickedness. GodOs decisions are not made autsioefeélthg phd unt
one touches the mystery of God as a lover (Bridegroom) one can never apprehend the mys
God as a Judge.

Il. THE BEARERS OF THEMINE PATHOS

A.

In the midst of the tempest of history, at the height of the Lord®aidgomeeadearest see his h
has always been for his pddpleughout humanities hidtweyLord hasut of the tumult of the
nationshad thodaithful withesses who havetheraeight of the burden and camidabdint of the
Lord beforéne peopl@dhese men are the prophets.

Theywereseers, priests, administratorgs,shepherds, preacheaptiveand refugees them we
findaunigueompanygf people who accepted this invitation into the heart of the Lord. They liv
of the mostrying andlifficult times in history, sawnenseénjustice, suffered famine, drought,
collapse of kingdoms,whe machine of empires, and out of dhtiemicled the word of the Lord
their generation.

It is in this place what we dorde of the clearest revelation of the LordOs emotions. The
prophet and the words of the prophet become one. The message of the Judgment and mei
lived out in their lives. They did not merely hear the word of the Latdpteayhatdit in, swam ir
it and live inft to puit simply, they became the word and it consumed them.

Since it is the prophets that give us tioé t@sevelation tbe judgments of the Lord, we must 1
look at them as people, as what wiasdred them and wtheybecaméefore we can look at th
message they bore.
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OThe Prophet is a man who feels fiercely. God has thrust a burden upon his soul, and

stunned at manOs fierce greedEReading the words of the prophetstiseaestations, wrenchir
oneOs conscience from the state of suspended animationEWe and the prophet have

commonEThe Prophet is sleepless and graveEthe progghetdpiasximate, he shuns the mic
roadEothers may suffer from thertefroosmic aloneness; the prophet is overwhelndrinetive
of divine preseftkere is an interaction between amanGod which to disregard is an ac
insolenceEThe prophetOs words scream in the night. While the world is at ease sphesle
feels the blast from heavenE It is embarrassing to be a prophetE The paphendeapsoach.
He is stigmatized as a madman by his contemporariesEThe prophet is yeldneilygnaapiephet i
also jayelation, delightEYet his trueagmess is his ability to hold God and man in a single thou
is a person who stands in the presence of GodEIn speaking, the prophet reveals Gddg&in
invisible God becomeg& Ruapibkesy proclaims what happened to God as well ashayyaenwit

peopIeE[The Prophet] disclosgisime pathost just a divine judgmentEthe God of Israel is 1
impersonat.O

OThe prophet is no hireling who performs his duty in the employ of the Lord. The usual |

definitions of propheaglef to insignificance when applied, for example, to Jeremiah. O/
experience,0 Ocommunion with God,0 Oa perception BF Wisivdiees hardly convey wi
happened to his soul: the overwhelming impact of the divine pathos uponrehid, roordpdete [ix
involving and gripping his personality in its depths, and the unrelieved distress which s|
intimate involvement. The task of the prophet is to convey the word of God. Yet the word

the pathos. And one could m@tssion others and remain unstirred. The prophet should not be
as an ambassador who must be dispassionate in order t8 be effective.O

Oaglow with pathosO says Heschekt read the prophets to find the emotions of that of wr
spoke. lis in tis place that we see the disngeAook into how he feels we apprehend somethir
heart, of his name and his make up.

. THE EMOTIONS OF THEROPHET: WINDOW TOHE EMOTIONS OF GOD

A.

As we look into the emotions of these messengers, vwevsaatwitite heart of the Lord. Thu
weeping becontes weeping, their heartdubdneartache. yae people idose communion with th
Holy, they have become a part of him, their very life tied up in his. His word is their very exis

Look athe man Jeremiblde. is totally consumed with emotion for the word of the Lord. He was
his youth and all of his days were consumednegbatpe he bore. He was moe rtinauthpiece for
the Lord. The word was inside of him and he bargdhe @init.

®Ibid, 5, 8, 141, 19, 2@3, 25, 27, 29
¢ Heschel, Abraham. OThe Prophets.O New York, Harper Perennial. 1962; 31.
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C.

Jeremiah has been d@tiedveeping prop@étutwe must not let that become atittfdeWe see here
a man totally taken over by the emotions of his task, he is burdened by the weight of the en
encounters in the LordEemy does not have enough tears. His prayers are to save the peo
he moves to a simplicity of reqbexalthe simply ask§ it werepossible to have more tears tha
might cry for his people.

Oh that nmead were waterand mgyesa fountain of tearsthat | migkteep day and nigfidr the
slain of the daughter of myQpete! had in the desert a travelers' lodging place, that | migh
and go away from them! {Zer. 9:1

He is a man overcome aitiotionsa@in and again he declares the depth of his sadness
apostasy, their simple refusal to listen to his words, to heed Aikrnoaghiriigs.book of Jeremiah
see a man totally consumed by the burden of the Lord. His entire life isjontvieelcausefof the
weight of what he was to deliver to his people

My anguish, my anguishwrithe in pain Oh the walls of my hehNly heart is beating wildly
cannot keep silent, for | hear the sound of the trumpet, the alarmhafdvain. cCassh) fiodomeole e
laid waste. Suddenly my tents are laid waste, my curtains in a moment. How long must | s
sound of the trurQest™:19)

My joy is gongrief is upon meny heart is sick within mBehold,ettery of the daughter of my |
from the length and breadth of the land: Ols the Lord not indiomhés?d Korgthe wdhad
daughter of my people is my heart wounded; | mourn, and dismay has tali®&ny Ab)d on me. (J¢

Butif you will not listag,soul will weep in sed@tyour pridg; eyes will weep bittedgdun down
with tears because the Lord's flock has been taken captive.(Jer. 13:17)

OYou shall say to them thistwoydey@s run down with tears nigiat day and let them not cease
the virgin daughter of my people is shattered with a great wound, with a very grievous blow

Yetthe word brought great joy to Jeremiah. In the midst of the darkness and sorrow, the
moments of refation which brought joy to his heart. He was nobmezetgd tbe mourning of the
Lord, bute truly delighted in the Lord, in his intimacy with him and his word

Your words were found, and | ate them, and your wojdyg dretlaendetighhefany heartfor | am
called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts. (Jer. 15:16)

He is a man who utterly failed at his mission, if judged by converts, from all we can gath
almosho one aatlly responded to his words.

Jeremiah was visitatth the pain of the burden of the Lord. He had tasted something of the L
and it totally undid him. More than just the content of the message, the LordOs heart and we
them deaviness that could not be destviloeds. The irpressible was communicated in eniotiol
is here that the deepest mysteries of God are fully communicated.
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| did not sit in the company of revelers, not siad al@je@iberause your hand was fopgoumiead
filled me with indignationvhy is npain unceasing,woyindincurable, refusing to be healed? Wi
to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that f&il®) (Jer. 15:17

Concerning the prophleeariMyg brokemvithin meall my bones shake; | am like a drunken likan
aman overcome by wibecausé¢hefLordand becaniSkis holy wordéler. 23:9)

Jeremiah entered into a divitieepship with the Lord. He e@lin a relationship with God whi
transcends any notion of the typical master servant relatrorehivaserarried to the Lord in ti
they had become one. JeremiahOs whole life was consumed by the weight of the word of th

While Jeremiah had entered into the service of the Lord, before long he had lost all choice
The Lord hadwakd his heart in his youth, but as the word came, it took over all of Jeremie
point where a&tinpts to lay aside the burées amost completely futile. The word was inside «
and the pressure of it wastah to contain.

Ohe call tdoe a prophet is more than an invitatienfirst of all a feeling of being enticed
acquiescence or willing surrender. But this winsome feeling is only one aspect of ieetgperi
aspect issense of being ravished or carried awégnbg,wf yielding to overpowering force ag
one's own will. The prophet feels both the attraction and the coercion of God, the appeal ar
the charm and the stress. He is conscious of both the voluntary identification atidrf@ced car

O Lord, you have deceived me, and | was deceived; you are stronger than |, and you have
as: OO Lord, Thou hast seduced me, and | am seduced; Thou hast raped me and | am
laughingstockhal day; everyone mocks me. For whenever | speak, | cry out, | shout, OViole
the word of the Lord has becomepfoacheratierisionall day long. If | €aywill not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,O theraniy meart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bon
and | am weary with holding it in, and | canr{der. 20:9)

We see in Jeremiah a window into the soul of the Lord. He takes us into this secret place ol
Lord which allows us ®tbe true condition of both humanity and divinity. We see the iniquity
well as the burning passion of the Lord. To be forerunners of the judge we must first u
manner of man the Prophet it. Wihesdde as an invitation to ggpdeinto the heart of the Lord,

be consume by the emotions of the Godhead, to be found in him.

The livesf the prophets anchor bisiary, time, place and circumstancderrtdetter understand
the judgments of the Lord. The Judgacsl@wic;he is fiercely personal and emotional. As su
lives of the prophets give usdbessamyorldviewto respond properly to this revelation witt
becoming disconnected &itinerthe severity thfe LordQisdgmenor the tenderness of gt he

" lbid. 85
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AV

THE LIVES OF THE PRBETS: PICTURES ORH HEART OF THE LORD

A.

There is perhaps no one who became their word more than Hosea. Here is a prophet of
calling is to live out his word before the people. Note the invasiveness of Hoseard hpdord
calls him to make his very marriage a prophesy to the nation. In 3 short chapters the story
forth, but behind them is the truth of as much as 40 years of prophetic ministry.

To assume that HoseaOs ministry was sijaplyemsabthat was passively presented before th
is togravelynisunderstand the heart of the Lord. He was notvgasiiisegeople, so neither cou
his prophets be. To the depth that the Lord felt for Israel, so too would thetprigeieQritateen

could they be entrusted to the true word of the Lord for GodOs people.

Pain becomes the safe guard against haughtiness and pride. We will touch on pain more |
for now, we see heartache, grief and sorrow as satbguigadefithe prophets to keep them fi
treating the word of the Lord flippantly. The word had become so intensely personal that to
with it became impossible

Objectessonwere used by other petphleremiah and the pottekjdizsed many, yet none went
deep as what Hosea was called too. Knowingly he embraced a life whddbrwesadastizwed
pain. He was called t® d¢iut the heart of the Lord before the people, and that heart was one o
husband.

When theord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, QGo, takartotngmaosediva
children bfrlotryfor the land commitshgremstypy forsaking the Lord.O So he went and took
daughter of Diblaim, and shd eoddedre him a son. (F8)s. 1:2

Personally, | do not think Gomer was a prostitute when Hosea married her. | think that she
the Lord, and that Hosea knew what the Lord had prophesied about her, that he was awai
Owife dfarbtry,O yet | believe that it was not at once evident, and that Hosea was pleading
that his marriage would turn out different then prophesied.

Hosea and GomerQOs relationship was not a mere shadow play or sketch drama whicheas
nation. It was a real marriage between two real people who had genuine love and affection
believe that Hosea was deeply in love with his wife and truly hearhbrdietnagaérAnything les
would bea failuréo grasp the heafrthe Lord toward his people.

Gomer bore three children, the firdathased by Hosgeat thesecond was difbious parentasfee
may have been HoseaOs but vemadilethered by another nRegardless the third child was i
defiantly not higfidelity had come to HoseaOs house, and the heart of the Lord was being
his life through heartache, pain and betrayal. This is the weight of the true prophetic, the
depth of his emotions.

Each of these children is giveneatimat bears with it such weight and burden, to be lived ot
Hosea, beforeetheople. The Lord birthedlifeabracles to IsraelE
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And the Lord said to him, OCall his name Jezreel, for in just a little while f | will ptinéshidioe |
of Jezreel, and | will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. And on that day | wil
the Valley of Jezreel.O She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the Lord said to him
I wil no more have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at all. 7 But | will have me
and | will save them by the Lord their God. | m will not save them by bow or by sword ot
horsemen.O When siearted No Mercy, she conceived and bore a son. And the Lord said, -
People, for you are not my people, and | am not yowsEod.O (Hosea 1:4

l. These names each bear the weight of aleth@rshad iniquity of Israel.

1. Jezre@Hoseaébnit would be comparable to naming your child OGettysburgO: betray:
of your nations more bloody moment, when brother turned against brother and gree
on the whole nation.

2. NoeMercgpossibly not HoseDghtdr the Lord camo longer show mercy on Isrgeiane
mercy would simply beuasanctified reprieve of the true judgment which their sin reqt
their hardened unrepentant hearts could allow. Further mercy would only perpetuate
and spread their iitigeven further among the people, especially Judah.

3. Not My Pedpiest likely not HoseaOsHuam)people had turned so far from their intende
that they could no longer be indentified as GodOs people. They had given themselv
idolatry immorality and wickedness that when the Leddufpak them he could no long
recognize the nation he had called out.of Egypt

J. Hosea is called to father these children. He is daily looking at the burden of the Lord. He |
the task of sang up the burden of the Lord before his eyes. Years he must walk out the 1
word.

K. Hosea lived in a world just as mundane as ours, and when the people in his village, when h

his own children asked why they had theseasmadsyrel the weight of the responsibility of kn
the truth. He had to speak this word to the people, he had to raise them up before the natior

L. And then comes the true test. Gomer leaves him. Eveproptietiyeven knowing, it would no
have madt easier, nor was it meant to. Hosea was enrolled measttmttaohe thing and one
thing only; the way of the heartbroken God. There was no easier way to capture the LordC
to live it out.

M. The word of the Lord comes oneaagaimow comes the moment where Hosea is to see the he
Lord. The genuineness of pain, betrayal, fear, longing, and heartache are all brought -
culminating moment in HoseaOs life. He is called to act to his adulteress ltvactmGaad s
There was no other way to communicate the depths of what had to be communicated.

And the Lord said to me, OGo again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is a
loves the children of Israel, ¢lydugh ti other gods and love cakes of raisins.O So | bought he
silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. And | said to her, OYou must dwell as mine for |
the whore, or belong to another malsosbentitl you.O (H8k. 3:1
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Hosea goes out to her, he purchases her for a price and brings her back from there life o
places her in his house. He is sent through the painful ordeal of redeeming the one who ha:
deeply. He iforced to walk through the emotional traffic that comes out of infidelity anc
Everything of his experience is systematic to force Hosea to encounter the burning pass
God.

Hosea then abstains from sleeping vathviiéirl (@l$e to yoso)that he may woo her back to hinr
not as a whore bought for a price, but a wife and a lover who has been courted by a bride
reach a deep commitment to feel in order that the heart of the Lord may be grasped.

In an hour whéime LordOs message to the nation is Judgment, the Largrogises who is a love
in oreer todemonstrateis heart to the peofilevas not just enough to deliver a message in the
one had to become the message, Hosea had to carahyitvtalkaaly out the word of the Lord bei
the people.

He was called to be married to the word, to cloth it and feed it and care for it. Hosea was ce
heart of the Lord so that not only all the people, but so that he himselfthabhiebknde Lordd
heart called for radical commitment to a lifevadiiehprophecy. Hosea spoke of the judgment
Lord, yet what he lived was the heart of the Lord, and that was just as important as the worc

V. A GOD WHO FEELS

A.

What is all thialk of the pphets suppose to show us thdiegh&ve sea group of people who mo
would term at bestexlectics, given to obtuse ways of thinking, and choosing radical lifes
seeming reason. They delivered often harsh sounding imessatyeg doom and judgment and
little response from their people, they were fortunate if they were simply ignored, but most ¢
violent and abrupt fates.

Yet the Prophets stand out as the great men of scripture, the heroesaighdtiaithessages of
judgment runs a powerful thread of the emotions of the Lord. Even as the Lord is decle
cataclysmjadgmentagainst his peopltereis a powerful display of the Lords emotions. The sti
sayings of love, the dsepearnings of his heart, the mostrieeatiing declarations of devotion
found in these passages. Something is seen in the heart of the Lord which cannot be ignore

The Lord feelsEdeeply. There is no other way to say it. The Lord has pueedeepest holy
emotions and he feels with his entire capacity. He is filled with yearnings for his people, hi:
commune with themd he deeply feels when his people iajatatiuas

We gain confidence in our inner man whentate methe emotions of the Lord. When we undel
the heart of the Lord towards us it gives us might to approach his throne with boldness. '
GodOs enjoyment of us when we become students of GodOs emotions. When we come b
adring gazesMary of &hany, and sit at his feealéowl his emotions to impact us we find freed«
love God as well as we receive revelation to understand his activities upon the earth
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